CHAPTER XI
GOTBBSMEST BY AMATEURS

IT has often been made a reproach to Democracy,
particularly to modern Democracy, that it is careless
as to the special qualifications of those who direct
its affairs. It chooses its rulers not because they
are competent but because they are popular, A
man becomes a member of a legislature not on
account of his ability but because his opinions are
those of the greater number of the electors. It will
hardly be disputed that modern representative insti-
tutions under a wide franchise have not brought into
the national service the highest skilled talent of the
community* Mr. G-odkin* says that in America,
in the case of elective offices, such as those of legis-
lators and governors! there is a marked tendency to
discredit such qualifications as education and special
experience* He thinks that this is due to the pre-
vailing worship of Equality, " In the popular mind
there is what may be called a disposition to believe,
not only that one man is as good as another, but
that he knows as much on any matter of general
interest."
Lord Bryce takes much the same view, <f The

* Unforetten Tendtncie* of Democracy, p. 43,
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